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Censorship in Los Angeles School District Could Become National
Norm, Educators Warn

Educators in the country’s second-largest school district are facing repression in the wake of a new California law.

By Marianne Dhenin, TRUTHOUT
August 12, 2026
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A classroom is seen at Wilson Elementary School in Lynwood on Monday,
July 1, 2024, in Los Angeles, California.
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cachers in the second-largest school district in the nation have had to remove Black Lives Matter, Land

Back (heeps//mativeamericanscodaycom/the-land-back-movement/), and Palestinian flags from their classrooms as part of so-

called corrective actions taken following a complaint alleging discrimination. The changes occurred at
Downtown Magnets High School in Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). The district has over half a

million students and 1,500 schools and centers.

“Part of the thing that makes this very difficult, and also that makes it very pressing for people to understand, [is] if

LAUSD falls and starts to institute policies that create censorship, this is going to be a model across the country,

Jessica Rodarte, National Education Association vice president for United Teachers Los Angeles (heps://udance/)
(UTLA) and vice-chair of the California Teachers Association (hups:/wweraorg)’s Civil Rights in Education

Committee, told Truthout.

“If LAUSD falls and starts to institute policies that create censorship, this is going to be
amodel across the country.”’

The changes at Downtown Magnets High School followed a complaint filed in March

(https://www.scribd.com/document/1038842826/Los-Angeles-Unified-School-District-Determination) ~ (htps://www.scribd.com/document/1038842826/Los-Angeles-Unified-School-District-

Deerminazion)With LAUSD’s Office of Student Civil Rights by Emet Legal Services, alleging violations of anti-
discrimination statutes, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and California’s Assembly Bill (AB) 715.
Specifically, the complaint, which Truthout reviewed, alleged that Tiffany Do, an 11th-grade social studies and
health teacher, had created a hostile environment for Jewish faculty and students by displaying Palestinian flags in
the classroom, wearing a keffiyeh in their staff photo on the school’s website and sometimes on campus, and
“fail[ing] to present pro-Israel or pro-Zionist speech, posters, or classroom content.” The complaint claimed Do had
“indoctrinate[d] students to become political activists while silencing and intimidating Jewish and Israeli-American

staff and students.”

“When it first came down, to use the current slang, I was crashing out, not having a good time, in shock, really upset
that this could happen, wondering “Why me?”” Do told Truthout. “But this is so beyond me at the end of the day.
This is about the state and the state of education, and this is about Palestine and liberation movements, and it’s

about censorship.”

The complaint was among the first to be filed citing AB 715, a state law that passed last year in a process its

opponents, as well as some lawmakers, characterized as undemocratic (heps://newsletecrmarianncdhenin.com/a-growing-coalicion-is-fighting.

censorship-in-californias-public-schools/). The blH was one in a long line (heeps://truthout.org/articles/ca-educators-are-resisting-anti-palestine-bills-pushing-academic-police-

sure/) championed by California’s Legislative Jewish Caucus (heps/sjevisheancuslegislarurecagov) that opponents argued sought

Lo censor ClaSSrOOm instruction (hteps://truthout.org/articles/california-ethnic-studies-bill-aims-to-censor-palestine-related-education/) O Palcstinc, as WCH
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as other Palestine-related speech in public schools. A diverse coalition (hupsy/defendeacducasionrg) that included

California’s largest and most powerful unions of teachers and faculty — as well as the Coalition for Liberated

Ethnic Studies (heps://cthnicstudies-coalition.org), American Civil Liberties Union California Action, and local branches of

Jewish Voice for Peace from across the state — organized against the bill.

Sources told Truthout they are now seeing the far-reaching consequences  (heps//eruthout.org/articles/educarors-worry:palestine-censorship:

could-reshape-public-education-entirely/) Many warned would follow AB 715’s passage, including ramped-up attacks on teachers and

disruptions to the rollout of ethnic studies classes, which _earlier state legislation

(hieps://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bill TextClienexhemlzbill_id=202120220aB101) made a graduation requirement. “What we'’re seeing is school

districts are afraid to roll out ethnic studies,” Guadalupe Carrasco Cardona, a high school educator and member of

the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consortium (heps://wwwliberatedethnicsmdies.org/), told Truthout. “We're

seeing that when teachers say, ‘Hey, we’re supposed to have ethnic studies. Why aren’t we having ethnic studies?’

They’re being discouraged from teaching ethnic studies.”

Cardona told Truthout that part of that fear stems from the actions of Zionist groups that are using AB 715 to
pressure schools to censor teaching on Palestine, settler colonialism, and related themes, and to incorporate pro-

ISraCl talklng pointS into ClaSSrOOm matcrials. Truthout (https://truthout.org/articles/amendments-protecting-pro-palestine-speech-in-california-schools-

face-backlash/)Drcviouslyﬁported _(h_ttps://truthou[.org/articles/amendmen[s-protecting-p&-pnlestine-speech-in-califomia—schools-face-backlash/). that thC Alliancc

for Constructive Ethnic Studies (hups/mwwaalethsudiesorg/) (ACES) was emailing school administrators with instructions

on “preparing for AB 715 compliance.” ACES positions itself in direct opposition to a critical or liberated approach
to ethnic studies, which it claims promotes a “militant, anti-Western agenda [and] views history and civics entirely
through a racial lens.” Its outreach around AB 715 gives “Free Palestine” flags and other Palestine-related visuals as

« . . . » .
examples of “discriminatory” classroom material.

“A lot of these very anti-Palestine organizations are tabling and are getting contracts to do ethnic studies training,”

Cafdona told T}"uthout. Shc Cited thC Anti’DCfamatiOn Leaglﬁ _(https://cruthout.org/articles/members-of-educators-union-say-its-capitulation-to-adl-

betrays-workers-seudents/) and ACES as examples of such groups, which she said are “passionate about controlling what ethnic

studies is and ensur[ing] Palestine does not ever enter any of the lessons.”

Ilana Cohen filed the March complaint against Do in her role as founding director of Emet Legal Services. Cohen
also serves as community engagement director at ACES. Do was also asked to turn over classroom materials, as well
as email correspondence containing the words “Israel” or “Palestine,” among other related keywords, in a public
records request filed by ACES in December 2025, according to a copy of that request reviewed by Zruthout. The

March complaint was filed within days of Do turning over documents to complete that public records request.

When the complaint was filed, it triggered an investigation covering the previous six months of Do’s curricular
material, classroom decorations, and professional conduct. Do was interviewed and required to turn over classroom
materials, this time to the Office of Student Civil Rights. The school’s principal, history and ethnic studies

coordinators, director and operations coordinator, and 15 students in Do’s classes were also interviewed.
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“This is so beyond me at the end of the day. This is about the state and the state of
education, and this is about Palestine and liberation movements, and it’s about
censorship.”

The ﬁndings Of thC investigation (heeps://www.scribd.com/document/1038842826/Los-Angeles-Unified-School-District-Determination) WEI'€ announced in

late April. It found that Do had used only “limited Israel-Palestine-related” materials, including a single

(https://www.teenvogue.com/story/ircland-recognized-palestinian-statchood-solidarity) Teen I/Og% _(https://www.teenvogue.com/story/ireland-recognized-palestinian-statchood-

solidarity) articlc _(lﬁtps://wwwteenvogue.com/story/ireland-rccognized-palcstinian-statchood-solidarity_z about Ireland’s Solidafity Wlth Palestine, Whlch

was offered as one of seven possible options during a reading assignment, and Democracy Now!s Top U.S. and World
Headlines segment. Students watched those segments every Tuesday, and the segments sometimes referenced the
war on Gaza. “I'm just trying to connect what I teach to real-world stuff)” Do told Truthout. “That way my kids
really synthesize and understand that what they’re learning in the classroom is incredibly relevant to what’s

happening in the world.”

The report also stated that the district’s staff relations department had reviewed the keffiyeh that Do sometimes wore
and their Palestine-related classroom decorations in October 2024, before AB 715 became law. At that time, the
department asked Do to remove a poster depicting a woman wearing a hijab and a keffiyeh that read “Stop the
genocide. We are not the enemy.” But the department did not ask them to stop wearing a keffiyeh or to remove

Palestinian flags from the classroom.

Students interviewed as part of this year’s investigation “generally described the classroom environment as open,
nonjudgmental, comfortable, or relaxed,” according to the investigation’s findings. Students said they could “share
different opinions or disagree without issue” and reported that neither their teacher nor classmates made “comments

specifically targeting Jewish people, Isracli people, or Zionism.”

Though students reported feeling comfortable in their classroom, the investigation nonetheless concluded that the
environment “reflected discriminatory bias in instruction within the meaning of AB 715, and it hasled to a
crackdown on campus. Not only have Palestinian flags been ordered taken down; Black Lives Matter and Land Back
flags have also been ordered removed, Do told Truthout, with one exception for a Black Lives Matter flag in the
classroom where the school’s Black Student Union meets. Do said the reason given for removing the flags was that

they amounted to “political advocacy.”

“This is not just an attack on the issue of Palestine and Palestinian existence,” Do told Truthout. “It’s an attack on all

people of color who try to fight for our histories to be included and who historically have had to do that””
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“It’s an attack on all people of color who try to fight for our histories to be included and
who historically have had to do that.”

The district’s mandated corrective actions also included holding a professional development session to share the

investigation’s findings; reviewing all instruction materials used in history, social science, and ethnic studies classes
and removing materials deemed one-sided; and rolling out a new reporting mechanism to make it easier to launch
similar investigations in the future. Do told Truthout that a requirement to review materials will disrupt education

on current events, simply because the news cycle tends to move much faster than review procedures.

Notably, the investigation did not find that Do’s wearing a keffiyeh constituted discrimination. But the complainant
has appealed that finding. The original complaint characterized a kefhiyeh as “not only a political symbol, but one
that promotes a political agenda of extremism,” and claimed the scarves are “widely used by leaders, members, and

supporters of terrorist groups,” citing an “info sheet” from one pro-Israel advocacy group.
p group g p Y8

Educators who spoke to Truthout said flags have only been removed and other corrective measures are only being
implemented at Downtown Magnets High School at this time. But all of them are concerned about the dangerous

precedent this case could set. LAUSD did not respond to Truthout’s questions before the deadline for publication.

“This, at the end of the day, is about censorship,” said Rodarte. “We need to think about that and really consider if
this is what we want to do in a country that has always valued freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of

petition, and critique of government.”

AN IMPORTANT FUNDRAISING APPEAL: 6 DAYS TO RAISE $39,000

Truthout is one of only a few platforms for justice-oriented, grassroots journalism. Today, as political

censorship from the right intensifies, we have no choice but to ask for your help.

We are fundraising right now to cover our basic operating expenses. If you can support Truthout with a
one-time or monthly donation, you will make a significant impact on our work. Anything you can do makes

a difference — we appreciate your support.
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This article is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) (bupss//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/), and you are free to

share and republish under the terms of the license.
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