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Vermont workers' council latest group to back US union in slamming
'Israeli apartheid'

Vermont State labour council has back a statement by pro-Palestinian workers' union Labour for Palestine slamming Israel’s policies
towards the Palestinians as "apartheid".
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Last month, the US-based Labor for Palestine Group issued a statement urging American workers and labour bodies to join mass protests
against "apartheid Israel" [AFP via Getty]

A labour council in the US state of Vermont (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/trump-wins-indiana-kentucky-biden-
takes-vermont-virginia) has become the latest organisation to back a statement by pro-Palestinian workers' union
slamming Israel’s policies towards the Palestinians as "apartheid (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/israel-committing-
crime-apartheid-against-palestinians-hrw)", raising the total number to 15.

Last month, the US-based Labour for Palestine Group issued a statement urging American workers and labour bodies to
join mass protests against "apartheid Israel" and support a day of solidarity with Palestinian workers carrying out an
unprecedented general strike across Israel.

It called on them to endorse the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, which they describe as the
"worldwide divestment campaign that helped topple apartheid South Africa".

On Tuesday, the Vermont State Labor Council, affiliated with AFL-CIO, one of the largest federation of unions in the US,
declared support for the statement on its official Facebook page.

"The VT AFI-CIO endorses Labour Palestine’s US Labor Must Stand with Palestine! solidarity statement," the post read.

Pro-Palestine Italian port workers refuse arms shipment to Israel (https://www.newarab.com/news/pro-palestine-italian-port-
workers-refuse-arms-shipment-israel)

MENA The New Arab Staff

It included comments by an executive board member of the council, Helen Scott, who affirmed the group's anti-racism
and anti-discrimination stance and calls for solidarity from Palestinian workers' organisations.

"We have heard the call of Palestinian workers' organisations for global solidarity in their struggle for freedom and
justice and we applaud the growing number of US unions that have responded with resolutions, statements, and
workplace actions, such as the Block the Boat campaign," she said.

Other US union and bodies which have backed the Labour for Palestine alliance include UMN Clerical Workers Union,
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Pro-Palestinian activists in the Californian port city of Oakland (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/canadian-protesters-
prevent-israeli-ship-docking) reportedly %ll)Jcceeded in turning away a cargo ship opera% P Zlpetians 4024, (hiips://www.newarab.com/tag/us-elections-2024)
shipping firm, early this month. ’

The 'Block the Boat' campaign running from 2 to 9 June encouraged solidarity with the protest action, which followers
similar efforts by dockers in South Africa and Italy.

é Follow the Middle East's top stories in English at The New (https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMLbqogkwpKC4Ag?
Arab on Google News ceid=GB:en&oc=3)
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Biden allows Ukraine to strike Russia with long-range missiles: US official

The US has authorised Ukraine to use US missiles on targets inside Russia, in a major shift that could change the nature of the war.
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Biden made the announcement ahead of his handover of government to president-elect Donald Trump [Getty]

US President Joe Biden has authorised Ukraine (https://www.newarab.com/news/thousands-ukrainian-troops-
incursion-destabilise-russia-official) to use long-range American missiles (https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-

unable-sustain-gaza-war-without-us-weapons-official) against military targets inside Russia
(https://www.newarab.com/news/us-blinken-briefed-ukraine-plan-push-russia-end-war), a US official told AFP on
condition of anonymity on Sunday, marking a major policy shift long demanded by Kyiv.

The New York Times and The Washington Post, citing unnamed sources, first reported the change, saying it came in
response to North Korea deploying troops to help Moscow's war effort.

The US official who spoke to AFP confirmed the reports as accurate, while spokespeople for the State Department,
White House and Pentagon declined to comment.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has consistently pushed for authorisation from Washington to use the powerful
Army Tactical Missile System, known by its initials as ATACMS, to hit targets inside Russia.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has warned that approval would mean that NATO was "at war" with his country -- a
threat he has made previously when Ukraine's Western backers have escalated their military assistance to Kyiv.

The change in stance from the outgoing Biden administration was sparked by the arrival of North Korean troops in
Russia, with Western intelligence reports suggesting around 10,000 are being deployed, the US newspapers said.

The decision comes as Biden prepares to hand over power to President-elect Donald Trump, who has promised to bring
the conflict to an end in "one day" in a negotiation that is expected to require Ukraine to relinquish territory.

US officials had previously said they believed the ATACMS missiles would make only a limited difference to Ukraine's
campaign, and they also wanted to ensure that Washington's own stocks of the munitions were not depleted.

'Intensify the fighting'
The American shift is likely to have wider repercussions and lead European allies to review their stances.

France and Britain have provided Ukraine with their long-range missiles known, respectively, as Storm Shadow and
SCALP, but have held back from authorizing their use inside Russia without American approval for ATACMS.

During a meeting with French leader Emmanuel Macron on Monday, Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain discussed
how to put Ukraine in "the strongest possible position going into the winter," his office said afterward.

Speaking in Argentina on Sunday, Macron said Putin "does not want peace" and that "it's clear that President Putin
intends to intensify the fighting."

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has refused to supply Ukraine with his country's Taurus missiles with a range of over
500 kilometers (310 miles) over fears that they could hit Russian territory.

In the final two months of the Biden administration, US officials have promised to spend the remaining $6 billion of
approved Ukraine funding before Trump takes office on January 20.

During campaigning, Trump and his allies consistently criticised Western assistance for Kyiv.

Trump's pick for National Security Advisor, Mike Waltz, said recently that "pouring more billions in (to the war in
Ukraine) is the definition of insanity at this point."

Trump's eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., has even mocked Zelensky online, sharing a clip on Instagram last weekend that
said he was just weeks away "from losing your allowance."

Russia pounded Ukraine on Sunday with a massive attack that killed 11 civilians across several regions and damaged the
country's already fragile energy grid.

Nationwide emergency power restrictions would be implemented Monday ahead of a much-feared winter, the state grid
operator announced.
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