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Unite All Workers for Democracy

Resolution: UAWD Opposes Attacks on the
UAW by the Government and Billionaire
Class and Calls for the Replacement of
Federal Monitor Barofsky

2024 October Annual Meeting

This resolution was passed at the October 2024 Annual Membership Meeting via
Zoom on October 13, 2024.

Resolution: UAWD Opposes Attacks on the UAW by the Government and

Billionaire Class and Calls for the Replacement of Federal Monitor Barofsky

Be it resolved that UAWD adopts the following statement and shall publish it on our
website and on all social media accounts — and share it through email with our

entire list of supporters.

Unite All Workers for Democracy calls for the replacement of federal monitor Neil
Barofsky because of his illegal attempt to intervene in UAW policy decisions. These
acts are an explicit violation of his duties under the consent decree. His acts must be
seen as an example of the government and the billionaire class working to
undermine our union’s political independence and our right as a union to take
whatever political positions our membership and elected leadership decide on

democratically.

Our union would never allow a monitor, a government official, or a corporate CEO to
interfere with our union’'s right to reject a bad offer during contract bargaining. In
fact, we would call out that interference as a form of corruption and fight it in the
courts and on the shop floor. UAWD sees our right to democratically adopt political
positions as equally important. This right, for example, enabled us to put time and
resources toward fighting against the Right to Work law in Michigan and ultimately
defeating this political attack against the labor movement. Our political

independence plays just as crucial a role in winning strong contracts for UAW
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members as our bargaining independence, and we must be just as committed to
fight to defend it.

Barofsky's campaign against the UAW'’s political independence

Extensive reporting has revealed that Barofsky has exhibited a clear bias against the
UAW's position in support of a ceasefire in Gaza, which was adopted last December
by an overwhelming vote of the International Executive Board. This bias is based on
the monitor’s political beliefs, which are affecting, or create a perception of affecting,
his actions as monitor. According to the American Bar Association standards for
monitors, where there exists any factor that could bias or impair, or be perceived to
bias and impair, a monitor’'s judgment, objectivity or independence this serves as the

basis for removal of the monitor.

Monitor Barofsky twice tried to dissuade President Fain and the IEB from upholding
the position on Palestine and Israel's war on Gaza, which has now killed over 40,000
Gazans, including thousands of children. Some estimates, including by the peer-
reviewed medical journal The Lancet, put the number of fatalities closer to 200,000.
The monitor’s undue pressure had a chilling effect on the IEB and thus affected its

future decisions and actions.

On December 13, 2023, Barofsky contacted President Fain and urged him to rethink
the union’s position calling for a ceasefire. In the call, he conflated protests against
the atrocities being committed in Gaza with antisemitism. President Fain correctly
answered Barofsky that the union’s resolution was in no way antisemitic, but simply

an expression of the union’s desire for peace.

Monitor Barofsky did not stop there. In February 2024 he contacted the IEB again to
apply pressure in opposition to the union’s call for a ceasefire. Barofsky attached a
letter from the Anti-Defamation League to his email to the IEB that once again

incorrectly conflated support for the call for peace in Gaza with antisemitism.
Barofsky’s violation of his duties as monitor

When the union did not renege on its position for a ceasefire in Gaza, a position
shared by labor and progressive organizations across the U.S. and worldwide,

Barofsky escalated his demands on the union and began to accuse the UAW of
noncompliance. He issued a demand that the union supply 116,000 documents,
many of which dealt with collective bargaining and policy decisions outside the

scope of the monitor's authority.

Barofsky has also exploited divisions that have emerged in the |IEB, weaponizing

complaints filed by Secretary Treasurer Mock and Vice President Boyer and publicly
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announcing investigations into President Fain regarding those complaints. He did

this despite the clear basis for President Fain's actions in the UAW Constitution.
A wider attack on our union on the issue of Gaza

Barofsky's overreach must be seen in the context of attacks on UAW members and
locals across the country, by government officials nationwide and the monitor
himself, based on a knowingly false and manipulative conflation of anti-Zionism with

antisemitism:

e UAW Local 2325 has been attacked by a congressional probe intended to scare
them and mire them in legal procedures. The local has also been attacked in the
press multiple times. Anti-Zionist Jewish 2325 members have pushed back.

e UAW Local 4811's Unfair Labor Practice strike was stopped by an illegal injunction
and members and other University of California students were attacked by
counter-protestors and police.

e UAW Local 7902's Palestine Solidarity statement was falsely cited by the Monitor
and the Anti-Defamation League as “antisemitic.” The monitor’s act of passing on
a false claim, through a formal channel, was an early attempt to silence UAW

leaders and members.

An attack on class struggle unionism

While the current focus of these attacks is on the issue of the union’s opposition to
the genocide in Gaza, this takes place within the context of growing hostility by
corporations and the government to the rebirth of class struggle unionism signified

by President Fain and the UAW reformm movement.

For over 40 years, the corporations benefited from the UAW's adoption of a line of
cooperation with management, leading to disastrous consequences for workers.
Under the former leadership of the UAW, our members were subjected to wage and
benefits tiers, elimination of pensions, and a deterioration of working conditions. The
corruption in the union was a direct product of that class collaboration with the
billionaire class. And because of the influence of the UAW, these policies penetrated
the entire U.S. labor movement.

The election of UAW President Shawn Fain, a UAWD member, and the other leaders
on our UAWD Members United slate has enabled us to begin reviving the proud
class struggle tradition of the UAW and advancing the cause of international
working-class solidarity. This was not what the business class hoped for or counted

on. The stand-up strikes, the organizing of Volkswagen and the broader movement
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by our union to organize the South, and the militancy of UAW workers against the

system’s complicity with genocide in Palestine, are threats to their class interests.

We remember how Ron Carey, after being elected president of the Teamsters in a
democratic election with the aid of a federal monitor, was run out of office the next
year by the government following the militant strike he led in 1997 against United

Parcel Service to end tiers and the abuse of part-time workers.

Our message is: We won't allow the federal monitor or any other government or
corporate entity tamp down militancy and activism in our union. We defend our
movement to build a union run by and accountable to its rank-and-file members.

We defend our union’s right to stand firmly for a ceasefire in Gaza.

It's time to replace the federal monitor due to his illegal interference in our union’s

affairs.

We will keep up the fight for a return to the UAW's militant tradition of class struggle
and the union’s rightful place in an emerging international working-class

movement.

Skills

Posted on
October 23, 2024

«— Resolution: Improving Membership Access to UAWD Financial Reports
Resolution: UAWD Strike and Political Perspectives —

Upcoming Events

There are no upcoming events at this time

Archives

Select Month v


https://uawd.org/project/resolution-improving-membership-access-to-uawd-financial-reports/
https://uawd.org/project/resolution-improving-membership-access-to-uawd-financial-reports/
https://uawd.org/project/resolution-uawd-strike-and-political-perspectives/
https://uawd.org/project/resolution-uawd-strike-and-political-perspectives/
https://jacobin.com/2017/10/ron-carey-teamsters-union-labor-tdu
https://jacobin.com/2017/10/ron-carey-teamsters-union-labor-tdu

