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The explosion of campus protest movements against Israel’s

siege of Gaza, especially during the April 2024 encampments,

has been historic. These movements showed the whole world

that swaths of young people across the U.S. stand in solidarity

with Palestinians who are facing a genocidal assault. The

encampments created crises for college administrators who

purport to defend values of justice and human rights while also

looking to appease their trustees and donor bases who back

Israel’s brutal war.

A generation has been galvanized and politicized, experiencing

extreme repression for simply demanding their institutions cut

ties with one of the great human catastrophes of modern times:

Israel’s indiscriminate destruction of Gaza, the killing of tens of

thousands of people and injuring of many more, the use of

starvation as a weapon of war, and the annihilation of Gaza’s

universities.

A lesser known thread stretching across this campus upsurge

has been the critical role of power research in supporting

movement organizing, labor struggle, political education, and

protest strategy. Across universities and colleges, grad workers

and undergrad students have done the nitty-gritty work of

digging into their endowment’s investments, researching the

financial ties between the Pentagon and campus labs, and

mapping out the connections between university trustees and

the war machine.

Not all this research is new. It builds on years of work by the

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement and other

campus divestment campaigns. But there’s no doubt that this

moment, marked by a heightened awareness of the tight

relationship between university power structures and the

corporate-military-political bloc upholding occupation and

https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/18/israel-starvation-used-weapon-war-gaza
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza


apartheid against Palestinians, has generated new urgency in

the longtime craft of mapping corporate power.

These new research efforts that are unmasking university ties to

militarism and war crimes are being carried out by union

graduate workers from California to Michigan to Massachusetts

who are organizing to stop the flow of their research — their

labor — into military projects and military technology. They’re

being done by undergrad organizers from New York to Rhode

Island who are campaigning for divestment and building out

power maps to illustrate university ties to weapons’ companies.

These organizers are forming research committees and working

collaboratively. They’re sharing findings and skills through

teach-ins and meetings. They’re building national networks and

communicating across geography through group chats and

webinars.

These new research efforts are also drawing direct inspiration

from past models of campus power research — anti-South

African apartheid campaigns of the 1980s, but especially from

the 1968 pamphlet, “Who Rules Columbia?,” which mapped out

the Columbia University power structure during that campus’s

historic uprising against war and racism over five decades ago.

Indeed, some campus researchers today are communicating with

and learning directly from the veteran researchers who quite

literally wrote “Who Rules Columbia?”

Thus, grad workers and campus organizers for Palestine today

are not merely doing research — they’re upholding and

expanding a proud movement tradition of power research that

stretches back to the the civil rights movements and the SNCC

Research Department and to the Vietnam antiwar movement

and  National Action/Research on the Military-Industrial

Complex (NARMIC). 

https://littlesis.org/news/who-rules-columbia-how-power-research-supported-the-1960s-student-movement/
https://littlesis.org/news/the-hidden-history-of-the-sncc-research-department/
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In charging forward with a new and broad effort to map out

university power today, grad workers and campus organizers are

also reviving an analysis of the militarized corporate university

that was pioneered by activists in the 1960s and 1970s. This

analysis understands the university not as a site of harmonious

apprenticeship, but as an employer that relies on graduate labor

to function everyday and to serve the imperatives of military

production; not as an idyllic site of learning, but as a power

structure governed by corporate elites, interlocked with

influential blocs of capital stretching from finance to real estate

to technology, with close ties to the war machine and with

endowments that operate like hedge funds, ready to undermine

its own purported values and students at the whims of wealthy

donors and war industry partners.  

“The Beginning of the Military Supply Chain”

As Israel’s siege of Gaza intensified in the fall of 2023, flattening

and starving the enclave while killing tens of thousands of

people, students across the U.S., from Stanford to NYU, began

protesting to demand a ceasefire in Gaza and that their

institutions divest from and break ties with Israel. 

Grad workers, as laborers within their universities, wondered

how to respond. 

“A lot of the research workers and grad students here were

really struggling to metabolize our grief and figure out what sort

of interventions on behalf of Palestine we were positioned to

make,” said Isabel Kain, a fourth-year union graduate worker in

the Astronomy and Astrophysics department at at the University

of California at Santa Cruz (UCSC).

Specifically, Kain was thinking about the connections between

her own workplace at UCSC and the war on Gaza. “The research

that we do can go on to create the killing machines of

https://stanforddaily.com/2023/10/23/students-stage-sit-in-at-white-plaza-to-demand-university-action-for-palestine/
https://nyunews.com/news/2023/11/30/pro-palestinian-washington-square-park-protest/


tomorrow,” she said. “We are the very beginning of the military

supply chain.”

Universities are a critical part of the U.S. war machine. Billions of

dollars from the Department of Defense flow annually into labs

whose research findings advance weapons’ systems. University

endowments invest in military-tied corporations and many

university trustees are interlocked with war profiteers.

“The U.S. military-industrial complex “could not function without

American universities,” wrote Harry Zehner in the Nation. “It

needs college-educated engineers and scientists. It relies on

thousands of research projects, funded by the Pentagon and

carried out by academics around the country.” Moreover, it relies

on thousands of graduate workers and postdoctoral fellows to

carry out the research labor and lab work behind those research

projects. 

Heeding the call of Palestinian trade unions in late 2023 to “end

all forms of complicity with Israel’s crimes,” including “halting

the arms trade with Israel” and “all funding and military

research,” UCSC grad workers started looking toward their own

workplace to take action.

They weren’t the only ones. At Columbia University, some grad

workers were also thinking along the same lines.

“We were looking at our science and saying, ‘This is pretty

messed up,’” said Kelsey Harrison, a third-year Chemistry PhD

student. “Our government is sending weapons that are being

used by Israel, and our science is contributing to advancing

those weapons.”

Building a National Network

https://genocidegentry.org/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/university-war-machine-gaza-protest/
https://progressive.international/wire/2023-10-16-an-urgent-call-from-palestinian-trade-unions-end-all-complicity-stop-arming-israel/en


Toward the end of 2023, these grad workers were increasingly

connecting with each other across campuses to discuss what

they could do, as university workers, about Israel’s war on

Palestine. This connecting was made easier because many of

these grad workers were already plugged into a preexisting

network of cross-campus union solidarity. 

The past few years have seen a historic wave of bottom-up grad

worker organizing. Thousands of grad workers have unionized

and gone on strike. This new campus labor militancy has been

driven by militant, democratic unionism, often affiliated with left-

led unions like the United Auto Workers (UAW) and United

Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America (UE).

This organizing infrastructure, connecting grad workers from the

University of California to Columbia, Michigan to MIT, laid the

basis for easier communication, strategizing, and skill-sharing

around Palestinian solidarity and anti-militarism work on

campus. 

“None of this is by coincidence,” said Harrison.

Dozens of grad workers were already communicating through

Zoom calls and group chats. There was growing interest in

digging into university ties to militarism and the war on Gaza.

With consciousness heightened by years of organizing, there

was a sense that grad workers, given their critical role at

universities and science labs, could have a big impact as workers

in the Palestine solidarity movement, especially by withholding

their labor.

“When we saw this call to end complicity and stop arming

Israel, we realized that it was graduate workers who were

positioned to intervene at the very beginning of the supply

chain,” said Kain. “It was graduate workers who were positioned

to cut the flow of labor and expertise and work going into the

https://truthout.org/articles/one-small-union-is-stoking-much-of-the-militant-new-graduate-worker-organizing/


military industrial complex that will flow on to harm

Palestinians.”

“Palestine is absolutely a workplace issue,” she said.

With interest growing, some suggested that grad workers meet

more concertedly to dig into their university’s connections to the

catastrophe in Gaza and to U.S. militarism. As workers

embedded in the military supply chain, they could use the

research into these ties to help identify points of leverage to

disrupt the war machine.

A new network, Researchers Against War (RAW), was born out

of this moment. Going into 2024, RAW held zoom meetings that

brought together grad workers across the U.S. Mike Locker, a co-

author of the original 1968 pamphlet “Who Rules Columbia?,”

offered guidance on the ties between universities and militarism

and how power research could support their organizing.

Out of all this, grad workers were feeling galvanized to look

deeper into their employers — their universities and labs — to

support Palestine and challenge the larger military-industrial

complex.

“Researching Like Mad”

Emboldened and connected, grad workers were starting to map

out their institutions’ ties to the war machine, supporting each

other by sharing research tips and organizing advice.

At UCSC, around ten grad workers began “researching like mad

for a couple of months,” said Kain, mapping the flows of money

from the Department of Defense to UCSC and University of

California system. They dug into public records of federal grants,

mined sites like USASpending.gov, followed grant numbers tied

https://littlesis.org/news/who-rules-columbia-how-power-research-supported-the-1960s-student-movement/
http://usaspending.gov/


to specific labs, and looked at the school’s Office of Sponsored

Projects. 

Kain said that in 2023 the University of California system

received $333 million of Department of Defense basic research

funding that flowed into a range of labs across campuses. At

UCSC specifically, they found 18 labs with active Department of

Defense contracts and 10 labs with recently expired DoD

contracts. They identified areas of potential “research misuse,”

as Kain put it, meaning “clearly weaponizable stuff.” 

UCSC grad workers used these findings to organize within their

departments. “It was really this funding research that unlocked

the possibility of talking to our coworkers,” said Kain. 

In January 2024, nearly three dozen UCSC astronomers penned

a collective letter that stated their commitments to

“demilitarizing” their research, with specific demands like

“withholding academic labor benefiting militarism” and “refusing

research collaboration with federal military institutions as well

as private arms and defense companies.” 

In exchange for millions of Pentagon funding, said the letter,

“the products of our research lubricate the churning gears of the

war machine.” The letter made direct connections between labor

performed at UCSC and the genocide in Palestine and called “on

all academic workers everywhere – graduate students, postdocs,

lecturers, faculty – to divest their labor from apartheid, genocide,

and militarism.” 

The UCSC astrophysics letter was an inspiring model to a core

of Columbia grad workers who had also started to explore their

school’s ties to weapons’ companies. 

They discovered that a “huge amount” of Defense Department

funding went into basic research at research institutions. In

https://www.ucop.edu/federal-governmental-relations/_files/Advocacy/Federal-Research/Fact_Sheet_Federal_Investment_in_Research_Final.pdf
https://scienceforthepeople.org/2024/01/17/ucsc-astronomy-rejects-researchers-complicity-with-the-genocide-of-palestine/


2021, Columbia received over $49 million in research and

development funding from the Defense Department, the 28th

most in the nation.

A snapshot from Columbia grad workers’ research into Pentagon lab funding at

Columbia.

With this research, they started putting together a chart that

tied Pentagon funding to specific research projects at Columbia.

Like UCSC, Columbia grad workers used their research to

support organizing within their departments, holding one-on-

one conversations with fellow grad workers.

The research was a “great way to bring people in,” said Harrison.

“A lot of people cared about Palestine but didn’t know what to

do about it. This is a very concrete way that they can start to

look into their own position and role and how they’re

contributing to the military.”

Teach-Ins and Research Committees

https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsf23304/table/60


Meanwhile, RAW was working to expand the national effort

among grad workers to challenge, as higher ed laborers, the

flow of their labor into military production and campus ties to

militarism. 

On February 12, RAW hosted a national teach-in and organizing

discussion over Zoom, titled “Demilitarizing Research from

Vietnam to Palestine,” where dozens of attendees heard from

grad workers and post-docs who had started to map and

organize around their schools’ Pentagon ties. 

Teach-in attendees also heard from veterans of the 1960s and

1970s like Mike Locker, who recalled how the Vietnam antiwar

movement used power research to protest against campus ties

to the war machine.

Along the way, grad workers at individual campuses continued

to push the movement locally. Columbia RAW members spoke

at the Columbia encampment on April 19, where they also

passed out a RAW brochure.

From the Researchers Against War (RAW) brochure

https://x.com/IBJIYONGI/status/1754506832431943876
https://littlesis.org/news/who-rules-columbia-how-power-research-supported-the-1960s-student-movement/
https://www.instagram.com/cu.raw/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1M-XEiROV9R6Pl7ZrTahoyxLZzFFCEuYu


A few days later, on April 22, Columbia RAW and Science for

the People, a group dedicated to demilitarizing science research,

held a joint campus teach-in at Columbia on the movement for

antiwar STEM research. Columbia RAW gave a presentation,

“Towards Anti-War STEM Research,” that laid out in painstaking

detail the ties between the Defense Department and university

research labs.

A slide from Columbia RAW’s teach-in presentation, “Towards Anti-War STEM

Research.” 

Other campuses were also plugging into the national research

network. At the University of Michigan, grad workers with the

Graduate Employees’ Organization (GEO) were among the

several campus efforts to hold a “watch party” for RAW’s

February 12 teach-in.

GEO had started a Palestine solidarity working group as part of

the union’s Solidarity and Political Action Committee. The

working group had different arms, including a research team.

Grad researchers started to “map labs around campus,” said

Nathan Kim, a PhD student at the University of Michigan School

of Information, and “basically try to determine what different

sources of funding they were getting.” 

https://scienceforthepeople.org/
https://scienceforthepeople.org/
https://www.geo3550.org/


With those research findings, they’d use an “organizing

approach,” Kim said — for example, talking to students about

Project Nimbus when they discovered funding from Google.

They hoped to “politicize what it means to do research,” said

Kim, and organize grad workers to refuse Pentagon funding.

This “lab tracker research” was one wing of their larger research

efforts; endowment research and research into the University of

Michigan’s affiliations with pro-Israel institutions such as the

Michigan-Israel Partnership were others. 

Part of the zine on the UMichigan endowment that researchers and comms

organizers put together.

After the TAHRIR Coalition formed at the University of Michigan

in November 2023, GEO grad workers continued to do research

as different efforts across the campus gravitated together, and

GEO and its research team soon became part of the broader

campus-wide TAHRIR project.

Power Research and the Columbia Encampment

As in 1968, students at Columbia University in 2024 made a

breakthrough for the wider campus movement when their April

2024 encampment — and the repression against it —

galvanized the nation. Power research played a role in informing

the encampment’s demands and messaging.

https://theintercept.com/2024/05/01/google-amazon-nimbus-israel-weapons-arms-gaza/
https://www.um-israel.org/
https://tahrirumich.org/


In October 2023, Columbia students reactivated Columbia

University Apartheid Divest (CUAD), which formed in 2016 but

had since become inactive, and formed different CUAD

subcommittees, including a research committee. In late 2023 the

coalition submitted a lengthy divestment proposal to Columbia’s

Advisory Committee on Socially Responsible Investing (it was

rejected). 

With the April 2024 encampmentent taking off, the research

committee put together a tabling pamphlet that contained a

power map of university ties to Israeli occupation, apartheid and

genocide. It showed how university trustees were tied to war

profiteering. 

From the tabling pamphlet compiled by the CUAD research committee at Columbia

Trustee Jeh Johnson, for example, is a board director of Lockheed

Martin, a major weapons supplier to Israel. It also showed how

the Columbia University Investment Company, which oversees

CU’s endowment, invests in companies like Google and

Microsoft, and in the funds of asset management giant

https://cuapartheiddivest.org/our-coalition
https://www.finance.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/ACSRI/12.1.2023%20CUAD%20ACSRI%20Divestment%20Proposal.pdf
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/opinion/2024/03/04/on-the-advisory-committee-on-socially-responsible-investings-shameful-divestment-decision/
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/who-we-are/leadership-governance/board-of-directors/jeh-johnson.html


BlackRock, who all bolster Israel’s ongoing oppression of

Palestinans.

From the tabling pamphlet compiled by the CUAD research committee at Columbia

A Columbia undergraduate and CUAD member who was

involved in making the power map, and who asked that their

name be withheld, said the map’s creation was very much a

“communal process.” It started with a scribbled rough draft on

paper. The draft was based on researchers’ findings. Out of this,

someone used a computer program to create the finished map

that was used in the pamphlet.

The power map and the brochure were created for specific

organizing purposes. Organizers wanted to make accessible for

students the material connections between Columbia and

Palestine. 

“It’s not necessarily clear to an ordinary college student how

they have a direct and personal connection to the genocide,” said

the Columbia undergraduate. “The brochure was the best way to

lay out our understanding of that connection in a direct way,”



conveying “how we felt and what we learned from our research

inside CUAD,” they said.

The pamphlet made transparent and concrete what the

encampment was demanding. “It showed that students were

fighting for divestment from these primary companies, and why,”

said the Columbia undergraduate.

The research into the Columbia University power structure also

informed protest strategy. This included choosing specific

trustees to protest. “Our research allows us to pick the best

possible target and have the most direct justification for our

action,” they said.

Organizing and Research Across Other Campuses

Research and power mapping played important roles within a

range of other university protests as well. University of

California organizers mapped out the UC Board of Regents and

named certain investments tied to Israel. Organizers at the

University of Massachusetts laid out their ties to weapons

producer Raytheon. At Emory University, organizers focused on

the role of Motorola’s surveillance technology from Atlanta to

Palestine.

Researchers at the University of Michigan compiled a thorough

report on their endowment, handed out divestment flyers, and

used power research to agitate on social media around the

Board of Regents and endowment.

Brown University did not have an umbrella coalition like CUAD

at Columbia or TAHRIR at Michigan, but different groups came

together to engage in direct actions, a hunger strike, and an

encampment. Palestine solidarity work at Brown has drawn on

inspiring precedents of campus divestment campaigns against

South African apartheid in the 1980s. The current upsurge has

https://bwog.com/2024/05/cuad-protests-outside-board-of-trustees-members-homes-and-offices/
https://www.instagram.com/ucalumni4palestine/p/C69V0s9JP2V/?img_index=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ueLquYBDjNk86J0nrCdhJnEEFzKt6DnaxBN1CEZZA74/edit
https://x.com/TAHRIRumich/status/1783565641661968644
https://tahrirumich.org/why-divest.html
https://x.com/TAHRIRumich/status/1782526837274607706
https://www.instagram.com/tahrirumich/p/C6_QCG4rc2b/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/tahrirumich/p/C66lwHBrnYZ/?img_index=1
https://www.browndailyherald.com/article/2024/02/hunger-strike-in-support-of-divestment-ends-on-eighth-day
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/30/us/brown-divestment-deal.html
https://library.brown.edu/create/protest6090/1987-divestment/


also built on organizing and research from the past few years. In

2020, a student divestment vote created the Advisory

Committee on Corporate Responsibility in Investment Policies

(ACCRIP), which issued a report, compiled by a group of faculty,

grad students, and undergrads, arguing that Brown’s own ESG

standards Brown should divest from companies that “facilitate

the Israeli occupation of Palestinian Territory.” 

Because of all this, said Brown senior Kian Braulik, there was

already “a broad base of support for divestment” that “was

really democratic” when students started organizing to oppose

Israel’s siege of Gaza. Braulik said a group of researchers from

different campus groups collaboratively revised that report,

extending it from the original 16 pages to over 50 pages, adding

new graphic designing to make it look catchier. During the

encampment, they handed out copies of the report to show

people why they were protesting and what their demands were

around divestment.

https://acurm.brown.edu/sites/default/files/2021-01/ACCRIP%20Report%20to%20President%20Paxson%20for%20Posting%202020_0.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12WvD_5MoFSi_SVa58FVAvDbL348-pXX5/view


Cover of the longer updated 2024 edition of recommending Brown divest from

Israeli occupation

Campus organizers also made flyers of ten companies they want

Brown to divest from, including Safariland, Boeing, General

Dynamics, RTX (formerly Raytheon) and others, with

explanations why. 

All this research and mapping informed the demands at Brown,

said Braulik, including their decision to protest Maria Zuber, a

Brown trustee who also sits on the board of Textron, a military

contractor headquartered in Providence that provides Israel with

weapons. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12WvD_5MoFSi_SVa58FVAvDbL348-pXX5/view
https://browndivest.org/companies
https://corporation.brown.edu/people/maria-t-zuber
https://investor.textron.com/investors/corporate-governance/board-of-directors/person-details/default.aspx?ItemId=76689c7c-8a84-4d1f-a683-fd066262ec14
https://browndivest.org/companies
https://investigate.afsc.org/company/textron


Textron, headquartered in Providence, was one company that the Brown University

movement highlighted. 

Organizers at Yale University also made use of power research.

Taran Samarth, a second-year PhD student in political science,

notes that power research has “deep roots” in New Haven and

Yale. Grad workers affiliated with Local 33 Unite Here have used

power research to support their organizing, while Fossil Free

Yale imparted critical help for campus Palestine organizers.

Samarth said the organizers who had done fossil finance

research were “really helpful” in supporting Yale’s Palestinian

solidarity movement and that “those same skills” were deployed

to “thinking about Palestine and about the genocide.” 

Samarth said there hadn’t previously been much focus among

Palestinian solidarity activists on Yale’s investments. “If people

said divestment, it was sort of a gesture,” they said. “We didn’t

really know what the connections were because no one had

really done the work to investigate them.”

https://browndivest.org/companies
https://browndivest.org/companies
https://browndivest.org/companies
https://local33.org/
http://www.33wallstreet.org/


Yale organizers stepped up that research in October 2023, as

campus actions started taking off. In November, an anonymous

zine was distributed that named specific connections between

Yale and Israel’s war on Palestine through Yale’s investments,

while the Yale Endowment Justice Coalition campaigned around

Yale’s investments in weapons’ companies through ETF funds.

Page from anonymous zine on Yale’s endowment’s ties, “Yale is Complicit.”

“Power research was a really key part of demand-making and

orienting the campus movement early on,” said Samarth. The

following months saw direct action protests, teach-ins, and the

encampment, all which focused on divestment demands that

research helped to clarify. 

Samarth also says that that power research helped students

develop a deeper understanding of the corporate university.

“There’s this whole broader problem of the university and its

relationships with New Haven and the world,” they said.”

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/yale-corporation-divest-from-weapons-manufacturing
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2023/12/01/weiner-bista-yale-corporation-divest-from-weapons/


From the “Yale Corp, Divest from War” pamphlet, distributed at the Beinecke Plaza

occupation and encampment at Yale in the Spring of 2024.

And while these campus movements played out locally, they

were also stitched together through national networks and

coalitions. 

For example, Kim at University of Michigan, Braulik and Brown,

and Samarth at Yale were among the researchers who

connected to form the Endowment Justice Research Network

(EJRN). “We were just trying to get people working on similar

things together to talk to each other and develop methods

together,” said Kim.

Kim went to conferences like Labor Notes and the People’s

Conference for Palestine in Detroit and passed out half sheets

with QR codes to grow the network or recruited by word of

mouth. This past summer, EJRN co-hosted a webinar with

LittleSis on endowment research.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM10lOpyr9c


“One goal of the EJRN is to identify some shared connections

across universities,” said Kim. “Finding points where we can

mobilize a shared campaign would be awesome, and that’s one

goal for the future that we have.”

1968’s “Who Rules Columbia?” Inspires a New Generation

When grad workers and campus organizers started researching

and power mapping their universities’ ties to militarism, they



didn’t do this in a historical vacuum. This new organizing wave

drew inspiration from campus divestment movements against

South African apartheid from the 1980s, and, especially, from

power research efforts five decades earlier in the 1960s and

1970s.

In 1968, Columbia students waged a historic protest on campus

against the university’s connections to racism and the war in

Vietnam. Out of this, a small group of researchers produced a

powerful pamphlet, “Who Rules Columbia?,” that mapped out

and analyzed the university’s power structure and its deep ties

to the war machine and corporate interests.

“Who Rules Columbia?” showed that universities were deeply

interlocked with society’s larger corporate power structure and

ruling elite. The same forces and interests dominating national

politics and economic decision-making — real estate, Wall

Street, the military industrial complex — also occupied the

governing heights of university power.

For grad workers at Columbia organizing around Palestine,

“Who Rules Colombia?” was an inspiration. “Reading it showed

me what is possible,” said Harrison. 

Nor were they just abstractly inspired by “Who Rules

Columbia?” They were mentored by and worked closely with

Mike Locker, a seasoned power researcher who was one of the

original authors of the original pamphlet in 1968.

Locker joined Researchers Against War meetings and Columbia

grads soon connected with him directly. They started having

regular breakfasts with him where they would absorb lessons

from Locker’s years of experience doing power research.

We would “just sit down and talk and ask each other questions

and check in,” said one Columbia grad worker in chemistry, who

https://nacla.org/sites/default/files/media/whorulescolumbia.pdf
https://littlesis.org/news/who-rules-columbia-how-power-research-supported-the-1960s-student-movement/
https://littlesis.org/news/who-rules-columbia-how-power-research-supported-the-1960s-student-movement/


asked that their name be withheld. “He’s able to apply his

strategies from the 1960s to current times. It’s just been

incredible, not only for information and resources, but also for

inspiration.”

“Who Rules Columbia?” tweeted out by one grad worker during the April 2024

encampment wave

Kim said the research group at University of Michigan read Who

Rules Columbia? and that the pamphlet “changed our campaign”

by focusing attention on the university as a larger power

structure, such as “the people controlling the endowment” and

“the backgrounds of the regents.”

“‘Who Rules Colombia?’ made us realize that what’s most

important and useful to us is not just understanding what the

endowment is invested in,” said Kim, “but the networks of power

around the university that control things at large.” Because of

this, University of Michigan organizers started new research

projects, including a dossier on the Board of Regents.

https://x.com/MCzerwienski/status/1781109022612967660
https://x.com/MCzerwienski/status/1781109022612967660
https://x.com/MCzerwienski/status/1781109022612967660
https://nacla.org/sites/default/files/media/whorulescolumbia.pdf


Kim also took inspiration from Locker — a University of Michigan

alum — when the power research veteran joined the debut

Researchers Against War teach-in that included grad workers

from across universities. “He talked about his own experiences,

both at Columbia and the University of Michigan,” said Kim.

“That was super helpful for us.”

It wasn’t just the mentoring and support from Locker that

inspired the Columbia grad workers who met with him. It was

also his personal example as someone who has dedicated his

life to the movement. “To see people who had been committed

in 1968, in their youth, and who are still committed,” was deeply

inspiring for the Columbia grad worker who asked that their

name be withheld. “It really grounds you in the fact that this is a

lifelong commitment and that it’s possible to lead a life that is

guided by your values.”

* * *

The current campus movements for Palestine illustrate the

usefulness of power research for supporting organizing efforts.

The deeper ties between universities and militarism are not

necessarily apparent, but research and mapping can help

uncover and illustrate these connections. Doing so helps

educate movements, offering a clearer sense of what they’re up

against, and making more transparent how universities are both

power structures within themselves as well as crucial

components of the wider corporate and militarist power

structure. 

Understanding these interlocks and connections opens up new

strategic and tactical possibilities for organizers. Moreover, the

very process of doing the research can be an organizing tool: a

collective endeavor that builds cohesion, consciousness and

solidarity. 



Critically, it’s important to remember that power research is not

an end in itself, but rather a tool that serves organizing efforts

and, often, can strengthen them — whether that be for grad

workers making clearer sense of their relationship to the military

supply chain and how to disrupt it, or campus groups seeking to

better understand and communicate their institution’s ties to the

war machine and identify focuses for protest actions.

University power — elite-managed, corporate-tied, military-

aligned, ultimately repressive — has been unmasked for a new

generation of students. RAW is still meeting regularly and

drawing from grad workers in the sciences, engineering and

humanities. Campus groups are retooling their efforts to

challenge university ties to militarism. As a new semester takes

off; as Israel’s monstrous war against Palestinians continues,

fully backed by the U.S. and its military industry; and as the

corporate university shows no signs of abating, we may be

seeing just the beginning of a new wave of power research and

mapping of campus power structures — and beyond. 
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