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We, 150 Individual Rank-and-File Members of the Brooklyn Defender Services Union – UAW Local 2325, 
stand in solidarity with the global movement for Palestinian liberation and in support for the boycott, 
divestment, sanctions movement. We call for an immediate ceasefire and an end to the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine which is rooted in violence1, apartheid2, racism3, dispossession4, displacement5 and  ethnic 
cleansing.6 We call upon our leadership—those in our organization and our government—to heed the 
urgent plea from Palestinian trade unions7 to “end all forms of complicity with Israel’s crimes” against the 
Palestinian people at the federal, state, and local levels. 
 
In calling for an end to apartheid and ethnic cleansing, we are required to tell you that our individual views 
do not reflect those of our employer. This statement is unapologetically written by anti-Zionist public 
defense workers fighting on behalf of the most marginalized communities in New York City 
against mass incarceration, the family regulation system, immigrant detention, and the myriad of 
collateral indignities of poverty and systemic racism. It is the duty of our profession to speak out 
against oppression everywhere. 
 
We cannot claim to serve communities targeted by state violence while also staying silent about 
the over 24,000 Palestinians killed8 by the U.S-backed Israeli regime’s genocide in Gaza. More 
than 8,000 people are still trapped beneath the rubble9. Entire generations of Palestinian families 
have been wiped out of Gaza’s civil registry10 – people with dignity, stories, hopes, and dreams for the 
future. Already suffocating under an illegal 17-year blockade,11 Israel is now starving over 2.2 million 
Gazans12 by methodically cutting off food, water, fuel, and medicine as collective punishment. For over 
100 days, we have watched over 1.9 million Gazans forcibly displaced in what the UN Special 
Rapporteur stated “the only logical conclusion” is an intention to expel the civilian population of Gaza.13 
Over 100 journalists havex been deliberately murdered and silenced for exposing these horrors.14  
 
Simultaneously, over 300 Palestinians in the West Bank have been killed15 by Israeli forces since October 
7th, accompanied by a surge in kidnappings, torture16, arbitrary arrest and detention17, censorship18, and 
settler violence19. This unrelenting violence and the dehumanization of Palestinians as “human 
animals”20 is a culmination of 75 years of illegal Israeli occupation—all enabled by the United States’ 
unwavering political allegiance and financial support. It is with our U.S. dollars and labor that Israel has 
indiscriminately dropped the equivalent of more than three nuclear bombs on Gaza21— reducing homes22, 



 

 

hospitals23, schools24, refugee camps25, and places of worship26 to rubble. While our government is 
expected to invest another $14 billion27 to fund genocide, the communities we serve in New York City 
lack basic access to housing, food security, education, and healthcare.  
 
We must invest in our communities and divest from the war machine. This is why our fellow public defense 
workers across New York City are bravely speaking out despite increasing hostility and repression from 
leaders of our purportedly anti-racist public defender organizations. The leaders of our organizations 
have cynically accused us and our colleagues of anti-Semitism, even though we are compelled by the 
core values of liberation and justice that brought us to this work. As public defense workers from 
diverse faith, gender, and racial backgrounds, we want to set the record straight: solidarity with 
Palestinians is not anti-Semitic. The attempts of public defender organizations to conflate our anti-
Zionist views with anti-Semitism is a well-documented and dangerous tactic28 29 that is now being 
deployed to silence the rank-and-file staff who fight for the dignity and liberation of New Yorkers and all 
people every day. We stand with our union siblings in the knowledge that our fate is collective—that 
repression anywhere is repression everywhere. 
 
Palestinians teach us life. It is from their courage that we find ours in making this statement. We will not 
be intimidated. Speaking up for justice has no cost when compared to the mass forced displacement and 
loss of Palestinian life in the ongoing Nakba. We join the millions who have taken to the streets globally 
to call for a comprehensive ceasefire and to demand an end to Israel’s settler colonial occupation. The 
land must be returned to the indigenous Palestinian people. They must live to tell their stories30. 
 
When Palestine is free, we are all free. 
 
In solidarity, 
 
150 Individual Rank-and-File Members of the Brooklyn Defender Services Union – UAW Local 2325 
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