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We, the undersigned staff at the San Francisco Public Defender's Office, show unwavering solidarity with the
Palestinian people, who continue to resist decades of the Israeli regime's colonial occupation, apartheid, and
genocide funded by US taxpayers. We express our unconditional support for Palestinian liberation and self-
determination. We deeply mourn the lives lost, grieve with our colleagues who are directly impacted by the
escalated genocidal massacres, and commit to fight for the living.

We unapologetically uplift the demands of Palestinians on the ground in Gaza. Choosing silence in the midst of
genocide contradicts our office’s mission to confront state-sponsored violence, defend people who are the
targets of that violence, and advocate for community power. We denounce the Israeli and US governments for
all the violence across occupied Palestine.

➢ There are thousands of Palestinians, including children, held hostage in Israeli jails - without charges
or due process. The number has doubled since 10/7/23.
➢ When Palestinian hostages have a trial, they face nearly a 100% conviction rate.
➢ Besieged Gaza is the world’s largest "open-air prison” under nonstop surveillance, which is then
used to surveil marginalized communities across the US.
➢ Police departments in the US are trained by the Israeli regime and Israeli military weapons are first
“battle tested” on besieged Palestinians. These tactics and weapons are then used to oppress and
repress low-income Black and non-Black communities of color our office serves.

We recognize the interdependence of Palestinian liberation and that of all oppressed peoples
everywhere. Antisemitism, Islamophobia, and anti-Arab violence have no place anywhere - especially in our
movements for collective liberation. We stand with our Jewish, Muslim, and Arab clients, colleagues,
neighbors, friends, and community members. We join Jewish allies and organizations across the globe who are
mourning the loss of loved ones and who refuse to allow the Israeli government to weaponize their grief to
enact genocide. In the words of abolitionist scholar Ruth Wilson Gilmore, “Where life is precious, life is
precious.”
  
We encourage other allies to watch, listen, learn, and take action to stop the genocide in Gaza.

"From the river to the sea, may Palestine flourish and be free." ~ Chiara Francesca (@chiara.acu)
 
Undersigned staff in solidarity,

1. Fátima Avellán, Social Worker
2. Alfredo Bojorquez, Social Worker/Youth Advocate
3. Samantha Yee, Social Worker
4. Rachel Stober, Case and Mitigation Specialist
5. Emma Ryals Ward, Social Worker
6. Elly Leggatt, Deputy Public Defender
7. Anthony Gedeon, Deputy Public Defender
8. Sierra Villaran, Deputy Public Defender
9. Andrea Lindsay, Deputy Public Defender
10. Maria Avalos Cruz, Deputy Public Defender
11. Susan Larsen, Paralegal

SF Public Defender sta� in solidarity with Palestine

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DIWp8_UqecxdNP384kxACdocFceWUyl7?usp%253Dsharing%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938925890%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0rLJORutJQ4U4ZvBxRYBdZ&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938948602&usg=AOvVaw2WAqBDv7wvsG2Eoxj-1S3M
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://bit.ly/oct30-solidarity%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938926310%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3zjl9MYTrucv0kTIJbOblA&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938948818&usg=AOvVaw3YPl_BlE2QGhI4bOrXirYv
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.instagram.com/liberationsw/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938926541%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3BWWNvzw2UNMvqmf9gE4LB&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938948939&usg=AOvVaw36M_Yz16-PoEi-YGlwuwuD
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/5/23/the-nakba-did-not-start-or-end-in-1948%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938927000%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0M6MhzjT5IpLDXfsu0lpfp&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949124&usg=AOvVaw0AySVmEaGxHd1WoswTjeJm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/5/23/the-nakba-did-not-start-or-end-in-1948%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938927225%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2KZTDu1wo7kmqaKo81WLGo&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949235&usg=AOvVaw3afLwSgY-CPoeZhNGKIEv8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938927478%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2P4zdBcMCss2SviAUJ2WWS&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949356&usg=AOvVaw13-HJ7ir5KJIWWEHISvLgQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938927716%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0YlrIL1DrGkWB_sVrI7vk2&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949480&usg=AOvVaw0N6Ny0JOz2It20p8PgDxTB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://uscpr.org/activist-resource/us-military-funding-to-israel-map/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938927959%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3DFxuU6jjV_JhKhkpSYrGO&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949590&usg=AOvVaw0mpfLM1rsH9S-fPcmUWO91
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.gazaispalestine.com/about%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938928382%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3t1vV0XWVGsLsOfGIxLqGA&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949774&usg=AOvVaw0EuhZwHOlP5B3T1aO7df7L
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/07/dismantle-israels-carceral-regime-and-open-air-imprisonment-palestinians-un%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938928916%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3PX3JXOGOO2YvfMO47iMG6&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949973&usg=AOvVaw3k5FBQ-sd5Hn3rWcLA1-_8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/07/dismantle-israels-carceral-regime-and-open-air-imprisonment-palestinians-un%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938928916%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3PX3JXOGOO2YvfMO47iMG6&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938949973&usg=AOvVaw3k5FBQ-sd5Hn3rWcLA1-_8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/10/21/number-of-palestinian-prisoners-in-israel-doubles-to-10000-in-two-weeks%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938929179%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2M7IU4XC1YmTVYtlO4Eh8e&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950101&usg=AOvVaw1heDy7XoVrWepXxv25Fy-X
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/10/21/number-of-palestinian-prisoners-in-israel-doubles-to-10000-in-two-weeks%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938929580%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0ddPSKAO9VnmXQOKJC4PHT&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950247&usg=AOvVaw0Eg5d2Nuu7hXXayJs6wjgV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938929867%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3xgcXYVCR7D4FceHn0VUOV&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950409&usg=AOvVaw19seHXqB9VV5ySK1QMsDtl
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/14/gaza-israels-open-air-prison-15%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938930249%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2o7AfyGLP9EezUeq2rQCNZ&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950542&usg=AOvVaw0gOc_TiuV-hjJu-9madZzk
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://mediajustice.org/news/mediajustices-statement-in-solidarity-with-palestinian-resistance/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938930557%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3wOB2pCOfZLl1cg8xx844z&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950661&usg=AOvVaw3wIt5n4364WaEsZyVE12kl
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://mediajustice.org/news/mediajustices-statement-in-solidarity-with-palestinian-resistance/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938930557%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3wOB2pCOfZLl1cg8xx844z&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950661&usg=AOvVaw3wIt5n4364WaEsZyVE12kl
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.amnestyusa.org/updates/with-whom-are-many-u-s-police-departments-training-with-a-chronic-human-rights-violator-israel/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938930906%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw1rys9VxeMPRqyIoQw6Px2k&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950798&usg=AOvVaw2MnAW1RxoosUq6SZ8SkMVI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://enhamushim.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/report-with-covers1.pdf%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938931122%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw1P5IQVwD2qqzbEObwwkRlH&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950905&usg=AOvVaw1-qBhAdv4fVWVz4CxE9cZS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://enhamushim.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/report-with-covers1.pdf%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938931122%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw1P5IQVwD2qqzbEObwwkRlH&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938950905&usg=AOvVaw1-qBhAdv4fVWVz4CxE9cZS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/resource/our-vision/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938931731%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw0qBYHaisHXshoT5vgo39cD&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938951149&usg=AOvVaw1sd9nQePrVbUby1inWvJae
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.netflix.com/title/81077863%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938932234%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2nmPToJx_5AC_eKhSTIOBv&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938951328&usg=AOvVaw3zPAuYOMa24mj9HvJFmkAO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.blackwomenradicals.com/blog-feed/black-feminist-perspectives-on-palestine-a-reading-list%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938932479%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2Ys6P42R_IpYWKV_c7I8FT&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938951434&usg=AOvVaw3cWehKRj-Efyo5GdZL7CJI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/495-free-ebooks-for-a-free-palestine%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938932712%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2rreyy02I6EhlpwEzxzy9G&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938951538&usg=AOvVaw39LCfcl0RVVecA9O9RbLUH
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttp://bit.ly/StopGazaGenocide%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1702933938932889%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2tBgsV6JLinoDjJmFzgEz1&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1702933938951632&usg=AOvVaw2qGUce2_36sDti9W6dTGzD
https://drive.google.com/u/0?usp=docs_web
https://drive.google.com/u/0?usp=docs_web
https://drive.google.com/u/0?usp=docs_web
https://drive.google.com/u/0?usp=docs_web


12. Elliot Hosman, Criminal Justice Specialist
13. Aleem Raja, Deputy Public Defender
14. Kelly Engel Wells, Deputy Public Defender
15. Ilona Solomon Yañez, Deputy Public Defender
16. Nuha Abusamra, Deputy Public Defender
17. Pardeep Heyer, Deputy Public Defender
18. Gabriella Rodezno, Deputy Public Defender
19. Tatiana Howard, Deputy Public Defender
20. Marisa Harris, Deputy Public Defender
21. Sarah G. Hashemi, Deputy Public Defender
22. Leo Fissel, Deputy Public Defender
23. Ricardo Avila, Deputy Public Defender
24. Maggie Gaan, Deputy Public Defender
25. Stephanie Tan, Deputy Public Defender
26. Anita Nabha, Deputy Public Defender
27. Margaret So, Paralegal
28. Elizabeth Camacho, Felony Manager
29. Jacob Miller, Paralegal, The Freedom Project
30. Fanny Suárez, Investigator
31. Nadia N. Iqbal, Deputy Public Defender
32. Michael Brown, Legal Assistant
33. Melanie Kim, State Policy Director
34. Christina Powers, Criminal Justice Specialist
35. Diamond Ward, Deputy Public Defender
36. Crystal Lamb, Deputy Public Defender
37. Clemente Gonzalez, Deputy Public Defender
38. Noah Viengxay, Legal Clerk
39. Tim Kingston, Senior Investigator
40. James Faulkner, Investigator
41. Angela Lagman, Social Worker
42. Ana Flores, Court Alternative Specialist
43. Curtis Draves, Investigator
44. Angela Chan, Assistant Chief Attorney, Confront & Advocate Team
45. Valerie Ibarra, Public Information Officer
46. Genna Beier, Deputy Public Defender
47. Francisco Ugarte, Deputy Public Defender, Immigration Unit
48. Cooper Findlay, Deputy Public Defender
49. Carolyn Goossen, SF Policy Director
50. Zach Waterman, Deputy Public Defender
51. Mileti Afuha’amango, Social Worker
52. Amanda Perez, Social Worker
53. Jared Rudolph, Deputy Public Defender

[3 anonymous staff of the SF Public Defender’s Office]
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