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Labor for Palestine Testifies at NY Transit Board

Against Cuomo’s Anti-BDS Blacklist

Presented June 22, 2016, by Co-Convener Suzanne Adely

Text below. Video here (@8:10 minutes).

Labor for Palestine, a national workers network, joins members of Transit Workers Union
Local 100 who are here today calling on the MTA Board to reject compliance with Governor
Cuomo’s Executive Order #157, an unconstitutional blacklist against those who support

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS).

BDS is a global human rights movement which demands an end to the brutal Israeli
military occupation of the 1967 territories; full equality for Palestinian citizens of Israel;

and the right of return for Palestinian refugees.

It has gained growing momentum in recent years, particularly the wake of Israel’s massacre
of 2200 Palestinians — including 500 children — in Gaza in 2014, and a 10-year high in

Palestinian casualties in the West Bank in 2015.

These crimes reflect a system that veteran South African freedom fighters call “worse than


https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLZHkn788ZQJMobiNzw8hvP5aSwS0utQW6&v=7AiJPIGDqnA

apartheid.” That is why BDS is closely aligned to Black Lives Matter and other racial justice

movements, and many of its supporters are Jews of conscience.

In the past two years alone, the BDS picket line has been embraced by West Coast
longshore workers of the ILWU; thousands of academic workers in the United Auto
Workers and American Federation of Teachers; the United Electrical Workers; and

Connecticut AFL-CIO.

Such boycotts are protected First Amendment speech, and have been used to remedy
injustice, from the segregated buses of Montgomery, Alabama, to the California grape
fields, to apartheid South Africa. Today’s BDS movement is similarly unstoppable, for as
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

In the judgment of history, the MTA Board will find no refuge in siding with apartheid
Israel, or in the excuse that it was “just following orders.” The only legal and moral choice

is to refuse complicity with Governor Cuomo’s new McCarthyism.

Related testimony here



http://laborforpalestine.net/2016/06/22/labor-for-palestine-opposition-to-gov-cuomos-anti-bds-blacklist-ny-mta-board-meeting/

Intersecting Picket Lines: Free Speech, Palestine,
and the CUNY Contract, by Conor Tomas Reed

Because the PSC has fought for a contract along narrow demands, in the face of increasing

political crises at CUNY — over labor austerity, free speech, U.S. militarism, and Palestine
solidarity — the union leadership is now scrambling to mount a broad, multi-sectional
opposition to a policy that would inhibit the right to amass a picket line.

Click here to read full text
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